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two peaks in autumn and late spring, respectively, and two dips in the 
extremes of summer and winter. Upon these curves he formulates his 
rule that energy is highest in moderate climates of considerable daily 
and seasonal variation, and that western Europe and eastern United 
States are specially favored because of these conditions at the present 
time. 

To prove that climate has changed he uses his familiar data on the big 
trees of California, the lake beaches of the Caspian, the alternating 
beaches and flood plains of the Sierra Nevada lakes, and the chemical 
tests based upon the capacity of "dead" seas to hold in solution sodium 
and chlorine. He succeeds in convincing himself that the shifting of 
climate can be made to explain the environment in which energetic races 
could have developed regions like Egypt and Yucatan, and that decline 
in rainfall has influenced their fall. His hypothesis attracts attention 
and commands serious consideration, but conclusive proof must await 
the accumulation of more data upon labor and climate, and more facts 
upon the history of the ancient world. Race and civilization remain 
as unquestioned factors; it is the third element, climate, that he forces 
us to reconsider. 

Frederic L. Paxson 

America and the new world-state. A plea for American leadership 
in international organization. By Norman Angell. (New York 
and London: G. P. Putnam's sons, 1915. 305 p. $1.25 net) 
In this work the author tells us he is making an argument for Amer- 
ican leadership in the organizing of a world state for permanent peace. 
After dealing with America's policy of separation which "Washington 
first formulated in 1793, he shows that at the present time our isolation 
is a thing of the past. Our previous diplomatic and political severance 
from old world complications has given us certain advantages which 
should be utilized in developing America's leadership in the organization 
of a new system for maintaining the present standards for the entire 
civilized world. But aside from her past separation from European 
wars and alliances, America has been gaining in wealth and population 
till she has reached a point where her influence may easily be the de- 
termining factor in the future diplomacy. In her previous aloofness 
from former disputes and wars and from her inherent strength, the au- 
thor is inclined to think that America is in a position to urge a new world 
organization having for its purpose the preservation of law and order 
and the promotion of amity and cooperation among all nations. 

In the second part of the work Angell presents a very clear and 
forceful statement of what constitutes the danger of militarism, whether 
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in the Prussian, English or American form. He points out very clearly 
that national hatreds are after all but transitory states of mind, often 
assumed for a particular purpose and given up as soon as nothing more 
is to be gained. The different phases of antagonism through which our own 
people have passed are very vigorously portrayed with pungent comment 
at appropriate places. The author is especially sarcastic in dealing with 
our military campaigns in the Philippines and our methods of terroriz- 
ing the natives into submission. He is evidently under no illusion as to 
the virtues of a democracy when political dominion is involved or when 
territorial possessions are at stake. 

His concluding chapters deal with the means by which Prussian mili- 
tarism as an ideal may be destroyed. First disposing effectually of the 
fallacy involved in the proposed "destruction" of the German nation, 
he points out that a new world state can be created after the present 
war by a general agreement among all the states. America holds a uni- 
que position in the present crisis and if she succeeds in keeping out of 
the war, she can see to it during peace negotiations that reconstruction 
takes place along right lines. 

The Monroe doctrine: national or international? The problem and its 
solution. By "William I. Hull, Ph. D., professor of history and in- 
ternational relations, Swarthmore college. (New York and Lon- 
don: G. P. Putnam's sons, 1915. 136 p. $.75) 
This book consists of three chapters, ' ' The problem, " " Seven proposed 
solutions," and "The Hague solution," which is the author's answer to 
the problem. It has no interest for the historian at present, whatever 
value it may have as a source for the historian of the future. Much 
water has run under bridges since the author studied his history. He 
still presents Canning as applauding the Monroe doctrine (p. 129), and 
in fact his own view of the doctrine is not dissimilar from the policy 
which Canning wished the United States to adopt. He thinks that its 
two leading principles were the preservation of territorial integrity and 
of popular government. He argues that an internationalization of the 
Monroe doctrine would be advantageous, but what he means is that an 
internationalization of his unhistoric view of the doctrine would be ad- 
vantageous. 

Carl Russell Fish 



